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Please mention premium desired 


A Maillechord St. Benedict Medal in the form of a 
For 1 NEW Cross. This medal has been lately struck and the fea- 
Subscription tures of the Saint are very artistic. 
Or: — A handsome rose gold or an oxidized, silver finish medal 
of the Little Flower of Jesus. 
Or: —A beautiful Immaculate Conception Brooch, with figure 
of the Blessed Virgin in deep relief, platinum oxidized 
finish and mounted on blue. 


‘For 2 NEW A black cocoa Rosary on metal chain, enriched with 
Subscriptions the Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 

Or: — An artistic oxidized St. Christopher Auto Medal, 1% in. 
diameter. St. Christopher has been chosen patron saint 
of travelers, particularly of automobilists. Many show 
their confidence in his intercession by attaching a medal 
with his image to their cars. 


Your choice of either an oxidized Medallion of the 
For 3 NEW Sacred Heart of Jesus or of the Blessed Virgin. The em- 
Subscriptions blem is mounted on a genuine Algerian onyx back- 
ground with easel to stand. Size 2%x1% in. Both 
will be sent to those securing 6 new subscriptions. 
Or: — A black genuine cocoa Rosary, on a durable silver-plated 
chain. A handsome, practical pair of beads, that will 
please anyone who is so fortunate as to receive this 
premium. 


For 6 NEW Your choice of the two Medallions listed above or a 
Subscriptions similar Medallion of the Head of Christ. 4% x 2% in. 


Note the entirely new premiums! 


New York: “I would not want to be without it. It is the only 
book I read from cover to cover and I am always watching for it.” 


Carmelite Seminarian: “I read the magazine from the first to the 
last page and I am convinced that it will produce great spiritual fruit 
in any one who reads it. I hope to enjoy its sweet fragrance here as 
well as afterwards in the mission, when fatigued by hard labor and 
toil.’’ 
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When the holy parents entered the temple to offer the Child Jesus 
according to the law, holy Simeon took Him into his arms, blessed God 
and exclaimed: ‘‘Now Thou dost dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, according 
to Thy word in peace; because my eyes have seen Thy salvation... a 
Light to the revelation of the Gentiles’ (Luke ii. 29-32). 
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» _. Feast of the Purification or Candlemas Day 
ae February 2d 
Ko genes Origin of the Feast 


y] N the year 451 A.D., there lived in Jerusalem a pious 
matron by the name of “Icelia.” She distinguished 
herself by the practice of every good work, and she 
ay — was the first to celebrate the Feast of the Purifica- 
, a tion with burning candles, under the title of “The meeting with 
our Lord and Savior.” Her example was followed by others, 
and as early as the year 526, the feast was celebrated at 
Antioch. Soon after, a contagious disease and other misfor- 
tunes came upon Constantinople. The Emperor Justinian 
ordered that the feast of “The meeting” be celebrated on the 
2d of February, “in order that the Redeemer who came to meet 
‘ Simeon in the temple, would likewise deign to meet the afflicted 
inhabitants, or rather, help them.” In this manner, the feast 
was introduced into all the churches of the East. In the 
churches of the West, it had already been introduced by Pope 
Gelasius in the year 494, under the title of “The Purification 

of Mary.” 
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The Offering 
In the Old Testament there was a law prescribing that 
every first-born son should be dedicated to the service of God, 
and then ransomed, and the mother was subjected to a cere- 
mony of purification. The most Blessed Virgin Mary conceived 
her Divine Son as a Virgin, brought Him forth as a Virgin, 
“* “7 ( and remained ever an unsullied Virgin. She was, therefore, 
not subject to the law of purification, but in her deep humility, 
she wished to fulfil the command of Moses. Accordingly, on 
the fortieth day she repaired to the temple, Joseph bringing 
two turtle doves, the offering of the poor, as the ransom for the 
Child. The turtle doves signified the chaste prudence and the 
Jf £..t...} purity of the Mother of God. 

We may imagine that myriads of angels adoring the Child 
Jesus accompanied the Virgin Mother as she journeyed from 
Bethlehem to the Holy City. Mary was absorbed in interior 
recollection and profound adoration. Jesus was resting upon 
her bosom; she was His throne of love; she was the living altar 
of the Bread of Life. St. Epiphanius meditating on the mys- 
tery of the Presentation in the temple, exclaims: “O Mary, 
thou art the priest, and at the same time, the altar!” As Mary 
and Joseph reached the temple, they were met by the aged 
Simeon, a just and devout man, who had received a promise 
‘apie {rom the Most High that he should not see death before his 
‘---~ eyes had beheld the Consolation of Israel. When the holy 
“~*~ parents entered the temple to offer the Child Jesus according 
to the law, holy Simeon took Him into his arms, blessed God 
and exclaimed: “Now Thou dost dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, 
according to Thy word in peace; because my eyes have seen 
Thy salvation which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
peoples: a Light to the revelation of the Gentiles, and the glory 

of Thy people Israel” (Luke ii. 29-32). 

Behold the Divine Babe lying upon the altar of sacrifice! 
Surely, the heavens were open above that Child who was the 
only Son, the beloved Son, the co-equal Son of the Eternal 
Father. He had come to the temple for the first time, to offer 
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Himself officially and solemnly, to the Heavenly Father, through 
the hands of His spotless Mother, for the souls which He had © 
come to redeem. St. Leontius, in spirit beholding Mary present 


her Adorable Child in the temple, exclaims: “Lo, He who fills 


“ heaven and earth receives ministering help whereby He is borne 


from place to place. But to what Lord art thou hastening to 
present the Child, O all-holy Virgin? Thou didst hear plainly 
from Gabriel that it was the Son of God who should be con- 
ceived in thy womb. If then He is the Son of God, how is He 
not beyond all doubt Lord also? I know, says the Blessed 
Virgin, that He is both Son of God and Lord, at once my Maker 
and my Son, whom I fold in my arms as infant for His love to 
men. But I hasten to present Him to Him concerning whom 
my forefather David sung: The Lord said to my Lord, sit Thou 
on my right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.” 
The Light of the World 

“Blessed art thou, O Holy Mother of God,” cries out St. 
Methodius, “thou most full of grace... thou torch-bearer of 
the faithful.” Yes, Mary bears in her arms the Savior whom 
the aged Simeon calls the “Light,” and whom she as another 
priestess, offers to the Heavenly Father in the temple of Jeru- 
salem. It is in memory of the Holy Mother of God bearing 
in her arms her Divine Son, the Lord of lords and Light of 
light, that Holy Church on this day blesses candles, and then, 
amid sacred hymns, carries them in procession. The candles 
are emblematic of Christ, the Light of the world. According 
to St. Anselm, the wax of the candle which is gathered from 
blossoms by virgin bees, symbolizes the most pure Body of 
Christ; the wick, His Soul; and the flame, His Divinity. As 


~. the light shines forth from the taper, so the Divinity of Christ 
* shines forth from His sacred Humanity by His teaching and 
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His miracles; and as the candle is consumed while illumina- 
ting its surroundings, so the human nature of our Lord was 
sacrificed for the sake of enlightening mankind. Christ is in 
very truth the Light of the world, since by His teaching He 
dispels the darkness of ignorance and error. 
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At the beginning of the procession on the Feast of the 
Purification, Holy Church admonishes us to adorn our souls 
with virtue, as she joyfully sings the antiphon: — 

O daughter of Sion, adorn thy bridal-chamber, and re- 
ceive Christ the King. Greet Mary with loving embrace, for 
she, who is the very gate of heaven, bringeth to thee the glorious 
King of the new light. Though in her arms she bears a Son 
begotten before the day-star, yet ever she remaineth a pure 
Virgin. Hers was the Child whom Simeon, taking up into his 
arms, declared unto all peoples to be the Lord of life and of 
death, and Savior of the world. 

Let us enter into the spirit of this beautiful Feast of the 
Presentation of the Child Jesus in the temple. Holy Church 
bids us direct our thoughts to the Holy Virgin Mother, also, 
for she bears the King of glory in her arms. She has power 
over the Heart of her Son, and will obtain graces for us. On 
one occasion, while the procession was being held on Candle- 
mas Day, and the words “Ora pro nobis, Sancta Dei Genitrix — 
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God,” were being sung, St. 
Gertrude saw Mary place her Divine Son on the high altar, 
and then prostrate herself before Him, begging graces for the 
faithful. In answer, the Holy Child bent towards His Mother 
to indicate that He not only granted her request, but would 
accomplish further all that she might ask of Him. 

—ae8— 
Resemblance to Jesus Christ 
By Alban Stolz. 





=f) HROUGH the fall of Adam, it had become impos- 
sible that man’s resemblance to God could be re- 
gained and exalted by natural development. His 
knowledge of God was likewise dimmed. If man 
was to become a true image of God in his existence and being, 
in his whole conduct, as it were, it was necessary, above all, 
that God should be shown to him again. Man’s sight, darkened 
by sin, had to be placed so near God that he could grasp with 
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the hand, so to speak, what God is and what man becomes when 
he is united to God. This close and intimate union between 
the creature and the Creator is effected through Holy Com- 
munion. 

“Be you perfect as also your Heavenly Father is perfect” 
(Matt. v. 48), the Divine Master exhorts us. Again he gives 
us the summons: “Follow Me!” (Luke ix. 59.) We must 
not, however, think that this resemblance to Jesus consists 
merely in imitating this or that action of His life, or perhaps 
take Him as a model as one would take some person. The 
true resemblance of Christ consists in man being penetrated 
with the spirit of Jesus, and in being in a mysterious manner 
so closely united with Him that man becomes part of Christ 
and Christ thinks, wills and acts in him. This union in Holy 
Communion is typified by the parable of the vine and the 
branches. 

Some persons content themselves with the thought that 
Holy Church comthands but one Communion a year, and that 
a person can lead a good life without the Sacraments. Such 
a dangerous state of lethargy must be prevented by emphasiz- 
ing to the children that the Church, by this command does not 
say that one Holy Communion a year suffices for a person to 
live a Christian life, but that this Easter Communion is re- 
quired of each parishioner as a proof that he wishes to remain 
a member of the Catholic Church. An honest, upright life 
according to the world may be lived without the Sacraments, it 
is true, but not the God-pleasing, interior life of humility and 
love vivified by the Body and Blood of Christ. 

There is a vast difference between leading merely a good 
life in the eyes of the world, and leading a life united with 
Christ whereby all our actions are worthy of an eternal reward. 
As a rule in order that our sentiments may be holy and our 
motives God-pleasing, it is necessary to receive the Sacraments 
from which flow those graces which enable us to perform even 
our exterior deeds for God. 


——- a 
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Sentinels of the Sanctuary 





The Perpetual Light 


AMPS have been used in the Divine service since the 
time of the first Christians, and even in representa- 
tions of the Last Supper a light is usually seen 
suspended above the Table. In our times, the 

sanctuary lamp burning in our churches is a familiar object to 

every Catholic, to indicate the presence of Jesus in the 

Tabernacle. 

When we kneel in adoration before the Prisoner of Love, 
and the eye chances to glance at the wax taper, glowing within 
its ruby receptacle, an important lesson will, after a little 
reflection, be carried to the soul. Once lighted, this tiny, steady 
flame never falters until it is entirely consumed in honor of the 
Hidden God. Undisturbed by the bustle of the busy day, un- 
dismayed by the mysterious silence of the night, it sheds its 
ruby glow. Like a miniature star it reflects its light, enveloping 
the surrounding objects with crimson rays,— strikingly symbol- 
ical of the burning love of the Sacred Heart embracing all 
mankind. Often it is the sole representative of thoughtless 
humanity to unite with the adoring angels about the Tabernacle 
in offering homage to the God of Love. 





Candles 


Lighted candles also have been used since apostolic times: 
They have a deep signification. They typify Christ whom St. 
John calls “the true light which enlighteneth every man that 
cometh into this world” (John i. 9), and who. said of Himself, 
“T am the light of the world” (John viii. 12). Burning candles 
upon the altar signify the presence of Him who is the Light 
of the world, the God-man who enlightens us by His word. 
They also symbolize Divine grace which enlightens and vivifies, 
and which is communicated to us at no time so freely as during 
the Adorable Sacrifice of the Mass. 

Candles likewise typify our supernatural faith in Jesus 


‘ 
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Christ, the faith which is the true light of our minds. The 
flame of the candle enlightens, aspires upwards, and warms. 
It thus expresses the effects of the three chief virtues: Faith 
which illuminates our soul and guides us aright; hope which 
lifts up our thoughts and aspirations heavenward; charity 
which inflames our heart and enkindles us to fervor in the ser- 
vice of God. 

Closer consideration as to the substance of candles will 
suggest another lesson. As we recall how their material was 
drawn from the hearts of the flowers by the industrious bees in 
the warmth of summer, so now, as they are consumed, they give 
back in the act of burning at one and the same time, the hearts 
of the flowers of the field and the labor of the tiny honey-makers 
to the God who created them both. 

Like the wax tapers gleaming before the Tabernacle, we, 
too, should spend ourselves and be spent in the service of the 
same Eucharistic God, our Creator and our Lord. These 
candles burning their substance before the Victim on our 
Altars should be symbolic of the prayers and sacrifices of our 
faithful souls. In gratitude to our Savior may our heart, too, 
be a lamp, the light of which shall burn and beam for Him 


alone. 


Have You a Representative There? 


The Faith and silent devotion of Catholics are strikingly mani- 
fested by the burning of vigil lights. What shrine is more holy than 
an altar whereon Jesus, our Savior, is enthroned in the monstrance 
day and night! What patron so powerful as the Divine Master Him- 
self truly present in the Sacred Host! Let us have a representative at 
the altar of the Most Blessed Sacrament, as a continual act of faith in 
the Real Presence of our Hidden God, as an uninterrupted expression 
of our love for Him who deigns to dwell constantly in our midst. This 
representative can be a burning candle which, while we are miles and 
miles away, absorbed in life’s duties, speaks to the Giver of all gifts 
of our spiritual and temporal needs. 


For an alms of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be burned one 
whole day and one whole night in our Adoration Chapel before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament exposed; for $3.50, one whole week; for 
$12.00, one month. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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In Memory of My Esteemed Friend, 
Rev. P. Lukas Etlin, O.S.B. 


His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Christian Schreiber, D.D., Bishop of 
Meissen, who had contemplated a visit with Rev. Father Lukas at 
Christmas time, arrived only in time to sing his Pontifical Requiem. 
He spent ten days at the Benedictine Convent, Clyde, acting as Chap- 
lain to the Sisters bereaved of their saintly Chaplain, Rev. Father 
Lukas, and he wrote the following appreciation of his lamented friend. 


EV. Father Lukas, O.S.B., a son of Switzerland, was 
a capable man of many abilities. From his father 
he had inherited strong artistic talents. Father 
Lukas was himself an artist, and his talents served 
him well when, well-nigh thirty-six years ago, he was 

sent as a newly-ordained priest to the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 

petual Adoration at Clyde, Missouri. He took an interest in the 
material as well as spiritual welfare of the community, and 
through years of labor, replaced the original poorly constructed 
building with the present spacious convent and its magnificent 

Adoration Chapel. Father Lukas himself made the plans for 

these structures to the minutest details, and supervised the erec- 

tion of convent and chapel like a professional architect. 

The Chapel and all its interior furnishing and decorations 
were executed entirely according to his ideas. He had a true 
appreciation of genuine, sacred art, with that serious trend al- 
ways directed to the spiritual, which has ever distinguished the 
Benedictine Order. The vestments and sacred vessels for the 
altar are likewise beautiful and artistic. Everything is precious, 
as is befitting the service of the Most High in a chapel of Per- 
petual Adoration. However, there is no luxury, no waste. 
Rather, all to the minutest detail is in perfect harmony: the ar- 
tistic elegance of the exposition altar, the rich mosaics in the 
vaulted ceiling above the altar and on the walls of the nave, even 
to the stained glass windows and side chapels. One perceives 
that all was conceived and developed by a mind with a highly 
gifted artistic understanding combined with a Divinely gifted 
piety. One must travel far before finding a convent chapel of 
such artistic finish and inspiring devotion. 


Here His Lordship describes the beautiful services in the Adoration Chapel, and continues: — 


... Above all this hovers the spirit of the deceased Father 
Lukas. True, it is Christ who instituted the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass; it is the Church who, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, has 


produced the Mass texts and those beautiful Gregorian melo- 
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dies... But the devotion and the art with which this outward 
splendor is carried out day by day in the convent chapel at. 
Clyde, to the edification of the faithful, is all the work of the 
God-loving Father Lukas. His spirit which was absorbed in God 
and was distinguished for its piety and sacred art, is felt every- 
where in the convent at Clyde: whether you assist at Holy Mass 
or witness the recitation of the Office or the singing of the Office 
by the nuns; whether you have the Sisters before you for a con- 
ference in the community room or for a sermon in the chapel; 
whether you see them walking through the devotion-inspiring 
vaulted corridors of the cloister, or observe them at their work 
in the kitchen, outside, in the laundry, in the printery, in the 
bookbindery, or elsewhere, which I had opportunity to do, — 
everywhere reigns an atmosphere of simple, genuine piety, com- 
bined with cheerfulness and self-sacrificial devotedness to duty. 
Rev. Father Lukas has taught and impressed this spirit by his 
weekly conferences and feastday sermons. 


Virtues 

Truly, the deceased Father Lukas was a saintly man! A 
thousand features of his sanctity have impressed themselves up- 
on the memory of the religious. They related to me how he had 
practiced before their eyes, all the virtues of an interior, devout 
religious, day by day, for thirty-five years. They told me how, 
after his day's labor, he worked for hours in his private room. 
Then he would take about three hours rest, only to rise again 
each night after midnight to spend an hour before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament exposed in the Adoration Chapel.* Then 
he took a short rest between three and five, when he arose to say 
Holy Mass and commence his day's work. It is incomprehensible 


*Rev. Father rarely prayed his breviary during this hour of ado- 
ration. When urged to do so, that he might not lose so much sleep, 
he remarked: ‘‘This is my hour just for the outpouring of my love for 
Jesu Hostia!’’ After this hour of adoration, he returned to his room, 
where usually for an hour he prayed his Office before his beloved im- 
age of the Blessed Virgin. After that he went to rest, but in confidence 
mentioned repeatedly: ‘‘The Blessed Virgin is so good to me when I 
return from adoring her Son: I cannot sleep; she is so loving.’’ Rev. 
Father Lukas once remarked to some priests: ‘I would feel as though 
I were wasting time if I slept the whole night. I liké to wake up often 
and give Jesus a hug and tell Him I love Him. .. He likes that!” 
These words throw light on his life of intimate union with God. The 
mystical experience cannot be expressed in words, as Father Lukas 
often exclaimed: “The language of love is the language of the heart; 
it cannot be uttered by human tongue!” 
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how his body which was not of strong build, could endure all 
this. As a young priest, his health was so poorly that his life was 
despaired of. With his iron will power, but not the least, with 
the grace from on high, he became master of the ailments of his 
body to become a man of prayer and labor, of self-renunciation 
and mortification; a man of those interior and exterior projects 
which we justly admire in him. 

Now, after his death, since he can no longer conceal from 
the eyes of the Sisters who highly revere him, things he so care- 
fully guarded during his lifetime, the corporal penances of this 
rare man are brought to light. This is not the place to speak in 
detail of these penances. I have seen the instruments with 
which, in his desire for union with God and a closer resemblance 
to his suffering Savior, he inflicted pain upon himself through 
love. How little are we in comparison to this extraordinary 
man. 

That which made the piety of Father Lukas so attractive 
was his depth of feeling. With it he submerged himself into the 
mysteries of our holy religion, with it he embraced our Crucified 
Savior, the Sacred Heart, the Blessed Virgin and the saints. . . 
With the grace of God this feeling became more and more in- 
terior, sanctified and spiritualized, so that it communicated even 
to his exterior an unusual, charming expression. My first meet- 
ing with him is unforgettable! It was, alas, also my last meeting 
with him during his lifetime, and happened to be in Chicago in 
the home of a family distinguished for their piety and charity. 
Three precious hours were granted me in the company of this 
holy man; three of the rarest hours of my life. 

Upon learning of the sudden death of Rev. Father Lukas, 
many may have asked themselves: Why should this have hap- 
pened to so great a lover of the Blessed Sacrament? Why did 
he not have the consolation of receiving Holy Viaticum? My 
answer is: Rev. Father Lukas had received Holy Viaticum dur- 
ing the Holy Mass which he celebrated in the convent chapel 
some hours before his death. God wished to confer on him 
the grace to die in the manner of a bloody victim. Rev. Father 
Lukas died, shedding his blood, while on an errand connected 
with the service ‘of the Holy Eucharist. The Sisters told me that 
sometimes, in unguarded moments, he expressed a wish, to give 
our dear Savior also the sacrifice of his blood. God's love, with 
which he was overflowing, fulfilled this desire in the hour of 
death. Likewise, the traces of blood in his private room, which 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 301 


he was unable completely to efface, are, as it were, a presage of 


his bloody death for love of Christ.* 
Enlightened Guide 


In his spirituality Father Lukas was free from sentimental- 
ity or wild enthusiasm. Against this he was protected by his 
God-enlightened understanding and earnest will power. The 
spirit of the community proves that he has guided and led them 
for nearly thirty-six years with a clear direction of heart and 
mind! During his lifetime, Father Lukas was frequently consult- 
ed by priests and seculars in difficult affairs; his advice always 
proved good and enlightened. | myself have marveled at the 
admirable counsels he repeatedly imparted to me in his letters, 
regarding the difficult administration of my diocese. With men, 
who like Father Lukas, are in so pronounced a manner under 
the influence of light and strength from above, it is self-evident 
that all the other faculties of the soul attain the same develop- 
ment. The grace of God seizes upon the whole man and brings 
all the faculties to a harmonious development. This I perceived 
and admired as | saw the practical way in which he had con- 
structed the farm buildings, printery, bookbindery, laundry, etc. 
He was a lover of work, faithful to the Benedictine motto: 
“Pray and labor.” 

The principal characteristic of the holiness of Father Lukas, 
I find in his all-penetrating, all-embracing charity. He trained 
his religious to the love of God. In the sketches of his instruc- 
tions and sermons, | found that he was a teacher of all Christian 
virtues without exception, and that he knew how to weave the 
love of God and of one’s neighbor into the practice of every 
virtue. 

With regard to all virtues, so also with regard to charity, 
he went ahead with the good example. I will give a few fea- 
tures of this good example: — 


Material Interests 


When, nearly thirty-six years ago, Father Lukas came to 
the convent in Clyde, he found great poverty, and in conse- 
quence of this poverty, poor lodging and insufficient food for 
the Sisters. His charity, as | was told by Rt. Rev. Abbot Phillip, 
~~ *In one of his last conferences to the community, Rev. Father 
Lukas, in urging the religious to generous self-surrender, had said: 
“Life for life, love for love, sacrifice for sacrifice, blood for blood and 
death for death.” 
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O.S.B., urged him to do his utmost to procure means, that the 
Sisters would be provided with better living and sleeping apart- 
ments, with more sanitary working rooms, and above all, also 
with more nourishing food. He has attained this aim splendidly, 
as the appearance of the convent and the working apartments of 
the Sisters clearly show, and so wonderfully did God bless his 
work that means came in according as needed. This is the result 
of the charity Rev. Father Lukas had for his Sisters, that charity 
which is conscious of its duty to care also for the temporal wel- 
fare of those intrusted to it. 


World-Embracing Charity 


In still another point | convinced myself of the active char- 
ity of the deceased Father Lukas toward his religious. Certainly 
it was he, lastly, who has built up the exterior and interior of 
the convent in Clyde; but his charity toward the Sisters was so 
delicate, that he drew them to become active co-laborers in his 
work. Without doubt, he needed the co-operation of the Sisters, 
for he alone could not possibly have accomplished all that has 
been accomplished in Clyde. But it was obviously a pleasure 
for him to make the Sisters co-workers with him, to give them 
the satisfaction of feeling that they had a share, by their help, in 
the immense good that originated in Clyde, and in the blessings 
that have poured from Clyde over the whole Catholic world 
during the critical years following the war. 

The heart of the deceased Father Lukas was too large to 
confine its charity only to the Sisters of Clyde. A whole book 
could be filled with a description of charitable activities which 
he developed, through his untiring efforts and in a most effectual 
manner, for the suffering Catholics of Europe after the war, and 
for the heathen missions. All the bishops of Germany and 
Austria, and many of those of the adjoining countries can tell of 
it. Many orphanages and other charitable institutions would 
have been forced to close their doors had not Father Lukas 
helped them anew. Numerous candidates of the priesthood 
have, from the time of the war until the present day, attained 
their goal only through his support. Many, many religious com- 
munities have been shielded from hunger and want only through 
him. 

How Rev. Father Lukas raised the financial means for this 
continued support, is the secret of his charity. It is true, others 
too have collected for the above mentioned purposes, but no 
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one has understood better than Father Lukas, in appeals through 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ how to speak to the hearts of the | 
American Catholics. 'When he implored help of the American 
Catholics for his proteges, it was his all-conquering, his all-con- 
vincing and ardent charity which spoke. With the help of the 
Sisters in Clyde, who during all these years since the close of the 
war, have worked with him hand in hand for this charitable 
cause, a: *wegular correspondence was carried on with the gener- 
ous donors, thanking them for their alms and encouraging them 
to continue the: good work. ‘With an ingeniousness peculiar to 
the inventions of love, he understood how to open new sources 
of aid.. Just as the correspondence was continued with the 
Américan donors, so also was there a regular exchange of letters 
with the recipients. of his gifts: Cardinals, bishops, priests, direc- 
tors of priests’ seminaries, and superiors of religious houses. 
Every gift was accompanied by a few encouraging words, usually 
written by himself, and he seldom failed to enclose a few pictures 
as loving rémembrances. 

His love was, indeed, world-embracing, and, at the same 
time; it embraced each individual; it was dignified but humble 
and unpretentious. It is incredible what vast sums this simple 
religious collected and distributed from his peaceful cell in Clyde 
to the needy abroad. All by his wonderful charity. He gave 
whatever he could give; but he gave with deliberative prudence, 
winning modesty; systematic order, and joyful readiness for any 
sacrifice. His active charity bore visibly the impress of his 
beautiful character, in which prudence, will power, depth of 
feeling with an inexhaustible love for God and his neighbor 
united to form a harmonious picture. It was the charity of a 
truly saintly man. 

Do we then still wonder, that the Holy Father in Rome, 
before bishops and cardinals, expressed himself in the most 
grateful terms in regard to this religious, and as a token of his 
special Papal favor and acknowledgment, bestowed upon him 
the privilege of endowing rosaries with all the indulgences at 
the Holy Father's command? 

May God, the Father of love, be to our esteemed Father 
Lukas in heaven a generous Recompenser. 


Clyde, on the feast of the Disciple of Love, Dec. 27, 1927. 
* Christian Schreiber, Bishop of Meissen, Saxony 


Bautzen, Germany. 
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In Memoriam 





We wish to express our thanks to numberless friends and 
subscribers who ‘have offered us condolence in the bereavement 
of our saintly Chaplain, Rev. Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B. The 
universal grief caused by his death shows plainly the far reaching 
influence of his holy life. It 
is a fulfilment of his oft-re- 
peated words: — “Our in- 
fluence for good upon 
others is in proportion to 
our love for God and our 
union with Him." On the 
morning of Dec. 16th, Rev. 
Father Lukas brought Holy 
Communion to a sister con- 
fined to bed. During the 
Confiteor, he suddenly 
knelt, placed both hands 
and forearms on the table 
around the ciborium and 
reverently bent his head 
over the Sacred Hosts. 
When he arose, his face 
was of a marble whiteness 
which the infirmarian at- 
tributed to some unusual 





Rev. Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B. 
+ December 16, 1927 


interior emotion. .. Dur- 

ing Advent, the sisters sing after Benediction: ‘Veni, Domine 
Jesu! Veni, veni, veni, et noli tardare! — Come, Lord Jesus! 
Come, come, come, and do not delay!"" During these pleading 


words, Rev. Father Lukas gazed at the Sacred Host. He genu- 
flected, and continued gazing at the monstrance while he was 
leaving the sanctuary with an unusual expression on his face. . . 
He sighed and longed for union with God so vehemently, it is 
not surprising that heaven reversed the veni! Not infrequently 
he expressed a desire “‘to go quick.” But, fearing perhaps that 
this might not be fully in conformity to the will of God, he in- 
variably added: ‘“We must have the firm confidence that God 
will take us on that day, in that hour, and at that moment when 
it is best for us. Let us pray that we may not be taken until we 
have attained that degree of love and union with God which He 
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has destined for us." To love well and to love much is the best 
preparation for death; — an all-embracing love was a character- - 
istic of the deep interior life of Rev. Father Lukas. He felt how 
overpowering a thing is love, and how empty our life, even our 
so-called spiritual life, without it. His preaching, he felt would 
be faulty and ineffective if he did not preach Christ and His 
love, and his preaching vain, did he not taste that love primarily 
himself. ““This heavenly treasure of love,’’ he once wrote, “‘no 
one has except he has received it; no one will receive it except 
he desires and craves for it.” 

Rev. Father Lukas was an inspiration to all who beheld him 
at the altar. Slowly and reverently he offered the Adorable Sac- 
rifice day after day for thirty-six years, and always made a long 
thanksgiving after Holy Mass. He could not wholly conceal his 
interior sentiments while distributing the Bread of Life, and it 
was often remarked with what love and reverence he gave Holy 
Communion. In confidence, he said some years ago: “When 
the decree on frequent Communion was issued, it was quite a 
sacrifice for me to distribute so many Communions to the rows of 
sisters so soon after receiving the Sacred Host myself. But now 
I do not find it a distraction... We must get as much love as 
possible out of every action... When making the Sign of the 
Cross with the Sacred Host before placing it on the communi- 
cant’s tongue, | bring the Host close to my heart (in the act of 
forming the Cross), with the intention that all the love contained 
in the Heart of Jesus in that Sacred Host should flow over into 
my heart.’”? — Such were the sentiments of Rev. Father Lukas 
on that fateful day * when he gave the God of Love under the 
form of bread to nearly two hundred communicants. 

Jesus often takes loving souls quickly. Matt Talbot, the 
holy man of Dublin, who was so tenderly devoted to the Holy 
Eucharist as to spend daily many hours in the church, fell 
dead on the street on June 7, 1925. Mother Mary of Jesus 
Martiny, Foundress of the Daughters of the Sacred Hearts (of 
Perpetual Adoration), died, bathed in her blood without holy 
Viaticum, having been shot by an anarchist. — By a strange 
coincidence, the life of this victim, a large red volume entitled 
‘“‘Immolation,”’ reached the Convent about the time of the death 
of Rev. Father Lukas, as a gift to him. — Truly may we exclaim: 
“Death has no sting for those who are nourished with the Pre- 


cious Flesh and Blood of Christ.” 





*See account in January 1928 issue 6f Tabernacle and Purgatory. 
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Universally Mourned 





Letters from numerous subscribers to “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” bear testimony to the high esteem in which our 
lately lamented Rev. Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B. was held. 
Since many of our readers considered his death as the loss of 
a personal friend, we feel certain they will appreciate the fol- 
lowing extracts from numberless expressions of condolence re- 
ceived by our community from the United States and. Europe. 
As soon as the death of Rev. Father Lukas became known, tele- 
grams and letters of condolence began to flow in. By Dec. 19th, 
many cable and radio messages had been received from abroad. 
Among the most touching of these is the following cable from 
His Eminence Adolph Cardinal Bertram whose seminary had 
been substantially supported through Scholarships sent by 
Rev. Father Lukas: — 

“With deep sorrow I received the painfully sad news. 
Heartfelt sympathy! Thousands of young priests and semina- 
rians mourn the loss of their noblest benefactor, their unforget- 
table Father Lukas Etlin. May God be his richest reward for 
his work so rich in blessings: thus we all pray at the altar.” 


+: Prince-Bishop Cardinal Bertram. 


‘The Savior of Our Priests’ Seminaries”’ 


Our readers know of the strong and holy friendship which existed 
between His Eminence Michael Cardinal v. Faulhaber of Munich, 
Germany, and Rev. Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B. In May, 1923, His 
Eminence spent a few days at our Convent at Clyde, Missouri as the 
guest of Rev. Father Lukas. Again, after the Eucharistic Congress, he 
visited Rev. Father Lukas and our community from July 8th to the 
13th. At that time he insisted on having Rev. Father Lukas have his 
photo taken with him. Just before the photo was taken, the Cardinal 
placed a copy of ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” in the hand of his now 
lamented friend, saying: ‘‘This is to show the medium which has made 
you and the readers of this Eucharistic magazine the world’s greatest 
benefactors of German and Austrian seminaries.”’ On being notified 
of the unexpected death of Rev. Father Lukas, His Eminence sent a 
return cable of condolence and then wrote a long letter from which we 
extract the following parts of general interest: —- 4%, 

Munich, Dec. 18, 1927. 

This morning at 7:30, just as I was about to begin the conse- 
cration of an altar, the awful telegram came: ‘Father Lukas died 
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Friday."’ During the first moments, | could not pray, nor could 
I weep; only after the long services of consecration were ended, | 
and with trembling voice I had said the first Holy Mass for our 
dearly beloved Father Lukas, could I grasp the terrible meaning 
of the message. 

On a Friday, the death-day of his Divine Master, he was 
called home. If today I could be with you, you would not wave 
palm, nor could I speak to you, but together we would enter your 
‘Porta Coeli Chapel’’ and pray a rosary on those beads he him- 
self has endowed with the richest indulgences. My rosary I can 
pray for him even far away; my holy Masses I can likewise offer 
for him here, but you will do me the favor to sprinkle holy water 
on his grave and place a flower thereon, and say: “In the name 
of your absent friend and brother, who was united in God to 
your noble soul.” 

My dear venerable Sisters, I realize in a small degree what 
a loss the Clyde community as a whole, and each individual 
Hostia-soul of the community has suffered, and still we must bow 
in adoration before God's holy will, and say: ‘The Lord has 
given him to us, the Lord has taken him from us; the name of the 
Lord be praised. . . Sit nomen Domini benedictum.” His life 
moved around Tabernacle and Purgatory; to such a faithful 
servant God has surely been not only a merciful Judge, but a 
bountiful Recompenser. Father Lukas will care also from 
heaven for his beloved perpetual adorers in the Heart of Jesus. 

I have communicated the awful message to the German 
Bishops, so that many will pray for our dear good Father Lukas. 
I know that much, very much is prayed for the greatest bene- 
factor, and the savior of our Priests’ Seminaries. This will be 
a sad Christmas. 

In the Heart of Jesus grieving with you, I am 


>: Michael, Cardinal v. Faulhaber 
*““A Man of God’’ 


From the Right Reverend Bishop of St. Joseph e 
The loss of our dear saint would indeed be irreparable 
if we did not feel that he is today looking down from heaven 
and blessing the work he has done so faithfully and with such 
a Divine enthusiasm. 
So true a priest he was, and so devoted to the interests 
of his Beloved Master, that it was impossible to spend five 
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minutes in his company without being improved by it, and 
without coming away with the impression: Here surely is a 
man of God. 

It is St. John of the Cross who says that, in the true sense, 
the contemplative life is by far the more active life. Father 
Lukas was a great contemplative. He lived in the presence 
of God. But what an abundance of genuine activities he was 
able to accomplish! Many and many times over, I have said 
to others: “Clyde is our miracle.” That there could be any 
human explanation of the good it has done is impossible; and 
that he should desert the work on which he had set his heart, 
now that God has called him home, is unthinkable. No, indeed: 
his spirit is in it, and the long and powerful force of his noble 
life. They will remain with it always, and be its inspiration. 

It is a remarkable thing too, — for one who did every- 
thing in his power to conceal his own merits, — the wide and 
genuine sorrow his death has caused. It seems to me to be 
an evidence that our Lord wants to make it known that this 
man was His true servant. From many things which happened, 
it would appear that Father Lukas had anticipated his sudden 
release. But for us in St. Joseph, — we were far from think- 
ing anything of the kind. I had left him, in my will, a num- 
ber of my personal belongings, to do as he pleased with them, 
because I knew he would know where to place them, and to 
turn them to good account... But God has called him to treas- 
ures which rust and moth do not consume. — 

Thank you very sincerely, dear Rev. Mother, for the 
precious memorials of our beloved dead! May he, from his 
heavenly home, look down on me, whom he has already helped 
in many ways! With deepest sympathy, 
Dec. 26, 1927 * Francis Gilfillan, Bishop of St. Joseph 


*“‘Many Priests Owe Everything to Him”’ 
Rome, St. Anselmo, Dec. 22, 1927. 
Venerable Mother, 
It is hard for me to say what great pain the telegram with the sad 
message of the death of dear Father Lukas caused me. First, I fer- 
vently recommended his precious soul to the good God. Then I com- 
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municated the sad message to all my brethren at St. Anselmo and St. 
Paolo, and all unite with me in offering their prayers and the Holy 
Sacrifice for the dear departed, although I hope for certain, that God 
has already taken him to Himself to His everlasting home. Then I 
wrote to the Holy Father, who faithfully mourns with us and prays 
with us. 

And now I feel urged to tell you again, how deeply and sincerely 
I share your pain and sorrow. We all have lost much, very much in 
dear Father Lukas, but most of all you and the dear Sisters in Clyde. 
I know what Father Lukas was to you, and what he did for you. To 
him the convent owes its material well being, its good spirit, its 
flourishing condition, yes, its existence. He was the instrument in the 
hand of God to make of your convent what it is today. Above all, the 
dear departed has, through his fervent prayer, his generous sacrifices 
and his saintly life, led and formed the souls of the Sisters according 
to the Heart of the Divine Savior. He has led them all to the Blessed 
Sacrament, the source of sanctity and grace. 

For me, the days I was permitted to spend with Father Lukas at 
Clyde, will belong to the most beautiful and most treasured memories 
of my life. We understood each other so well, and therefore became 
very intimate in so short a time. I had hoped to communicate with 
the dear departed, at least by letter, for many more years, but God 
has destined otherwise, and therefore we must humbly adore the dis- 
positions of His Divine Providence, and submit to them. The dear 
departed will surely be your faithful intercessor at the throne of God, 
and watch over you in loving solicitude. 

God grant that his great work of charity may be continued. Hun- 
dreds of priests pray for the dear departed one in fervent gratitude 
for the great benefits they have received through him. These many 
priests owe EVERYTHING to him and are a true monument for the 
welfare of Holy Church and of our Order. 

And now I beg the Divine Infant to grant you, through His love 
and His gracious blessing, comfort and strength in your sorrow. 

I bless you, Venerable Mother Prioress, and all the dear Sisters, 


from my heart. 
Faithfully devoted, yours in St. Benedict, 


(Rt. Rev.) Fidelis de Stotzingen, O.S.B. 
Abbot-Primate. 


‘“‘Never-Weary Apostle of Charity”’ 


Linz, Upper-Austria, Dec. 18, 1927. 
Venerable Mother Superior, 

Profoundly thrilled by the mournful telegram, which arrived to- 
day, on the fourth Sunday of Advent, I stand in spirit with tearful eyes 
and grieving heart, at the coffin of your spiritual father, our greatest 
benefactor, my heart’s dearest friend. 

God has taken him from us, but he took him to Himself, him, the 
priest according to the Heart of Jesus, the never-weary apostle of char- 
ity, the helper and comforter in bitterest need. His works follow him; 
works of infinite worth, which endure before God, who has been to 
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him, not so much a merciful Judge, as far more, a gracious and rich 
Recompenser of all the good and all the blessings he has sown. 

Shall we pray for him, or to him? Gratitude and reverence de- 
mand the former; but the hope, that he will be nearer to us in the 
other world even than in this world, gives us a feeling to pray to him. 
This week, before Christmas, I will say five Holy Masses for the re- 
pose of his soul. In the Boys’ Seminary and in the Priests’ Seminary 
I will have a solemn Requiem offered for him; the Convents which he 
has aided so much, I have exhorted to fervent prayer, and, in news- 
paper notice, have also asked the prayers of the clergy and the poor. 

His soul rests in God; his image is indelibly impressed upon my 
heart; his memory will live on with the numerous priests whom he 
has helped to reach their goal. 

What bitter sorrow must fill the souls of all his spiritual daughters 
in Christ! It is now that his words, which he so often addressed to 
you, will revive and flourish in your hearts and minds; it is now that 
the example of his holy life will loom up before your eyes. His death 
may, and will, announce to all whom he has left behind, the consoling 
admonition: ‘‘Be ye followers of me, as I also have followed. Christ.”’ 

Our Austrian bishops I immediately informed of his death. 

And now I take leave of him, my dear departed one, and hope, — 
perhaps very soon, for I have completed my 60th year,— to see him 
in our heavenly home, where there will be no more separation. In 
heartfelt sympathy, and with my episcopal blessing, I remain 

> Johannes Maria Gfoellner, Bishop of Linz 


*““Chosen Instrument of Divine Providence’”’ 


Collegio Germanico-Ungarico, Roma, Italia. 


Reverend and Dear Mother, 

You cannot imagine, what impression your telegram made on all 
of us. “Father Lukas dead!’ — We could hardly admit the thought. 

At once we fulfilled our very first duty of gratitude towards the 
dear dead. The next morning we had a solemn Requiem with three 
Priests for him; and all the priests of the College offered up their 
Holy Mass and the rest Holy Communion and many, many other 
prayers and good works. And you may rest assured, that many more 
will follow. 

If this sad event was such a hard blow for us, for his — we dare 
say, — predilected College, what must it have been for you, poor 
Sisters! You have lost your guide, your adviser, your ever-ready 
helper in every need and affliction, your brother — your Father! A 
saint has disappeared from your midst, a saint, who with his prayer, 
example, work, has instilled his own wonderful spirit into your souls; 
a saint, who, so devoted to the Sacred Heart, must have enkindled a 
most tender and fervent love to our dear Lord in your hearts! 

With all our heart do we sympathize with you and with the whole 
community, which had the happiness of possessing such a treasure. 
To a certain extent we can understand your own sorrow and conster- 
nation. 
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Father Lukas was a chosen and selected instrument of _ Divine 
Providence for the salvation of thousands. What will be the re- 
ward! He was instrumental, to place — so to speak — the Eucharistic 
Infant Jesus into the eager hands of hundreds, if not thousands, of 
poor candidates of the priesthood — and now just for Christmas he is 
called by the selfsame Infant Jesus, to receive the heavenly crown for 
all those immense labors and fatigues, for all the disappointments also 
and sorrows, connected with the magnificent and almost superhuman 
efforts to promote the cause of Christ’s priests. 

Thousands will pray for Father Lukas! In Germany the bishops 
used to call him a “Second Boniface;”’ and in their seminaries fervent 
prayers will be offered up. Our Father General of the Society of Jesus 
received the news with profound sorrow and he will gratefully remem- 
ber in his prayers the greatest benefactor of the German-Hungarian 
College. 

After the Rev. Father Michael Hofmann S.J., our former Rector, 
now Superior of the Canisianum at Innsbruck, had been to Clyde, he 
wrote a charming letter to us of the impressions he received there of 
good Father Lukas, his great personal friend, and of his work and its 
wonderful organization. “A man full of the Spirit of God — with a 
devotion to the Sacred Heart, which knows no bounds —a man with 
a heart as large as the world — and his zeal for the education of poor 
candidates for the priesthood,— who could worthily describe it?’ 
And he summed up with the words: ‘‘When you get the news of Father 
Lukas’ death, you may at once pray TO him!” 

We ourselves, the Superiors and Students of the German-Hun- 
garian College, feel like poor orphans, suddenly deprived of our 
greatest friend and benefactor. Father Lukas lavished his loving care 
on us — we dare say — with preference to others. In his letters, which 
we shall keep as sacred treasures, he used to call the Germanico his 
“dear Benjamin.” 

Well, we know, good Father Lukas has now even more interest in 
his former work, which was eminently the cause of Jesus Christ, the 
Priest-King, and he will be our intercessor at His throne and he will 
keep alive among his faithful friends on earth the magnificent spirit 
of charity and generosity, which he stirred up in their souls. 

The blessed memory of good Father Lukas will find a most honor- 
able place in the history of the German-Hungarian College; and to 
keep it always fresh in our minds, one of the rooms in the new exten- 
sion at our summer villa “San Pastore” will be dedicated to the 
Sacred Heart and bear the name of Father Lukas Etlin, O.S.B. 

For any publication about the life and the work of Father Lukas 
which may appear in German or English, we should be highly grateful. 

May the Divine Infant console you and your community! 


In the Sacred Heart of Jesus, devotedly 
(Rev.) Anthony Rauch, S.J. 
Minister of the German-Hungarian College, Rome. 


Dec. 2ist. 1927. (Rev.) P. Rochus Rimml, 8.J., Rector. 
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Regret of Commercial and Personal Friends 
A few from many, many oe — a 
Bist Bros. | a —Ttiausy &., Midian v 
From a Cement Company: — “It was never our privilege to know 
Father Lukas personally, but he used Best Bros. Keene’s Cement on 
the various additions that were made to your property over a period of 
perhaps fifteen or twenty years, and the correspondence that we had 
with him and the unfailing courtesy that he showed us in all matters 
relating to the use of our product left us with a feeling that we really 
knew him better than many people whom we had met personally. 
“From the correspondence that we had with him we gained the 
impression of a gifted kindly soul, who not only built material struc- 
tures in honor of his God, but raised up in his own heart a Temple 
finer than any designed by his hands. 
“We know how feeble words are at such a time and can assure 
you of the deep regret with which we learnt that Father Lukas had 
passed away and of our sincere sympathy with you in your loss.” 


From a Church Goods Dealer: — ‘‘We shall always remember his 
kindly face and his very wonderful personality which seemed to diffuse 
the peace of heaven itself all around him and those fortunate enough 
to come in contact with him...” Bned,, 57 


From a Superior: — ‘‘We, too, feel the terrible sense of loss, but 
we thank God for having given to us one who made us love Jesus and 
Mary with a deeper, stronger love... He comforted us and showed 
us the way to the God he loved and served so well; he taught us the 
childlike love of our Mother Mary which entirely filled his own heart 
and life. His last retreat was wonderful. Each word seemed to leave 


a mark that time will A tao efface... And Beier: boo onal, oh! he 
was ‘Christ’ there!” Apether tL hipodeg od Cnet 


Tashsitheciiv 

From a Doctor: — “How a Father must be with his dear : 
Mother Mary now: He loved her so tenderly... I will never forget 
our last visit when for two hours (which seemed but minutes) he told 
me of the ‘Hail Mary’ and the love of our holy Mother Mary. That 
will live with me forever, for it brought our dear Mother nearer and 
dearer to me and opened my eyes to her greater glory. How he loved 
the Blessed Virgin! — It seemed atment fitting that he went to his holy 

Mother without disease or wasting. . ho. Toe. Pinta 7. % 


From a Priest: — “J had a deep, personal reverence for Father 
Lukas. Seldom have I met one whose virtues were so attractive. He 
was all wrapped up in God, and yet there was nothing boresome in his 
piety. He was so simple, so humble, so Christ-like! , I often 


God for the few days he and I spent together.” Zw. tating her Ub, 


From a subscriber to “Tabernacle and Purgatory”: — ‘His ar- 
dent zeal for souls with his boundless sympathy for the needy and 
suffering, especially since the world-war, has created a warm apprecia- 
tion in thousands of hearts for so universal a benefactor. . .”’ 
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The Good Work to be Continued 


We shall continue the work of charity so long carried on by 
Rev. Father Lukas, and with which we worked with him hand in 
hand. Those who have been sending donations for Scholarships 
may continue to send us the partial payments and offerings for 
abroad, and we will gladly transmit the money. Rev. Father 
Lukas took delight in having the work done in a systematic way, 
and thanks to this, everything is in perfect order despite his un- 
expected death. 

Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


—+ 
All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 


Why do we venerate the Sacred Heart of Jesus? — Prom- 
ises of the Sacred Heart — Short Mass devotion in honor of the 
Sacred Heart — Acts of consecration — Litanies — Saluta- 
tions — Novena — Prayers. 

The above is a partial list of the contents of a 64-page book- 
let which has found favor with a great many of our readers. 
What some of them say: — 

From Pennsylvania: — ‘For the enclosed check please send me 
200 copies ‘All for Thee;’ I am so happy to send this order. I gave 
our good Pastor a copy, hoping for just what happened. He said: 
‘Order a copy for each member of the (Sacred Heart) League for our 
June devotions.’ This will be the beginning of the spread of your 
beautiful booklets in our parish.’’ 

Detroit: — ‘Enclosed find remittance for fifty copies... Thank 
you for prompt attention. The children love them and use them all 
during Holy Mass.” 

Chicago: — “Enclosed find $5.00 for the little books ‘All for 
Thee.’ I wish to distribute them before the year is ended. Every- 
body enjoys the reading matter from the nuns at Clyde.” 

A Rev. Superior: — “Kindly send copies of your fine little book 
‘All for Thee.’ Our Brothers like it very much.” 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus — 6 cts. each; reduction for quan- 
tities of 100 and more. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
—— ee. 
REMARK.— We here wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 


decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 





Offering for a student and needy Carmelite convents in Europe 
is hereby acknowledged, and conditions have been fulfilled.— Sz. Louis 
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may RES May BOL We tar distant when it will be possibie tor the left wing, the Adoration Chapel, to be started. 


win. 
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A Regret or a Consolation? 





ge 4] NE of our greatest regrets on our deathbed will be that 
RA AW we have not realized our great Gift: Jesus with us in the 
ACY AD, 3) Most Blessed Sacrament!"— With great earnestness, 
» these words were frequently repeated by our lamented 
Rev. Father Lukas Etlin, 0.S.B. Penetrated with a lively faith in the 
Holy Eucharist, and urged on by his glowing love, it might be said 
that his own whole life was a glorification of Jesu Hostia. Truly, for 
him death must have meant but the removal of the Eucharistic veil 
which even here on earth his purified bodily eyes seemed to penetrate. 
He has left a "monument of love" in his charitable relief work; like- 
wise, a "monument of adoration" in the Convent and Chapel at Clyde, 
and it would have given him deep interior joy to have seen the com- 
pletion of the second "monument of adoration" now under construction 
at Mundelein, Illinois. How often he exclaimed: "What a privilege 
it is for man that God places Himself in our hands. It is in our power 
to procure for our Hidden God glory and worship. What sacrifices 
would be too great to erect a throne of love for our Eucharistic Lord 
and surround it with adorers!" 

We feel deeply grateful to all our friends who are aiding us in 
this holy enterprise. In the new sanctuary of unceasing prayer at 
Mundelein, our Lord will be enthroned; the monstrance will be His 
seat of mercy from whence He will dispense favors from the abundance 
of His loving Heart. "The perpetual adoration," says His Eminence 
Cardinal Fruehwirth, "is (after Holy Mass), the most effective means to 
obtain God’s blessing for the whole Church and for every individual 
soul." — Let us hasten the moment when our Lord will be exposed 
on His throne of love at Mundelein, radiating the graces pent up in 
His Adorable Heart. Such a sanctuary is a place of inspiration to the 
faithful, for they behold in the Sacred Host, Jesus, their Supreme and 
most lovable God, their priceless treasure, their sweetest comfort, their 
purest joy. The benefactors of the Holy Eucharist are the special 
favorites and friends of God,— and His friends He never forgets! 
All donations for the new Convent at Mundelein will be gratefully 


accepted by: — 


kos 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Daily Mass 


4) ANY a priest’s heart is often filled with sadness 
when, on turning to say, Dominus vobiscum, during 
a weekday Mass, he beholds so few of his parish- 
oners present. He knows the wonderful efficacy 
of Holy Mass; he understands, too, as no other does, how much 
his people stand in need of its daily help and solace. Still, 
his people do not come, except a few predestined to a high 
place in heaven. Many, it is true, cannot attend daily because 
of work or other obligations, but many others could go if they 
only made a little sacrifice of their ease and convenience. We 
should always bear in mind that weekday religion is as praise- 
worthy as Sunday religion. 





At Mass Daily for 100 Years 


Mrs. Marie Reine Fusz of St. Louis, Missouri, died Dec. 
11, 1921, aged almost 106. She was probaby one of the oldest 
women living in America. Her great age was authenticated by 
birth certificates from her native village of Kattstatt, Alsace, 
where she was born on Christmas Day, 1815. Her father was 
a member of Napoleon’s Imperial Guard. She was born dur- 
ing the fateful year of Waterloo, and was five years old when 
Napoleon died. Philippe, the Bourbon King, who was suc- 
cessor, visited the native town of Mrs. Fusz, and she was the 
flower girl who paid homage to his majesty. 

The celebration of her one hundredth anniversary was an 
important social function in St. Louis. Mrs. Fusz was active 
at that function, and delivered an address to her friends. Only 
within the last year of her life did she become feeble physically, 
and her mind was clear almost to the end. She attributed her 
long life to early rising, hard work, and the virtue of self- 
denial. She had always been very charitable, and had been a 
devout Catholic, never having missed 5:30 o’clock Mass daily 
in nearly one hundred years. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 317 


A Vow to Walk to Mass 


Mr. N. had for many years led an unchristian life, to the — 
great sorrow of his neighbors. One day, through an accident, 
he broke his leg and was seriously injured. The doctor who 
had been summoned in all haste, gave him little hope of re- 
covery. It was then that grace knocked at the heart of the in- 
jured man. His scandalous life, neglect of the Sacraments, 
but above all, neglect of Holy Mass, even on Sundays, ap- 
peared in their true light and tortured his awakening conscience. 
Oh, but for one more Mass! What would he not give! Then 
and there he vowed that if he were cured, he would, for the 
remainder of his life, walk to church every day to assist at 
Holy Mass. God accepted the vow; the man recovered and he 
kept his word. 

Daily, an aged form leaning on his crutch might be seen 
treading a distance of two miles over a rough country road to 
the village church. Neither the pouring rain nor the whirling 
snow could deter him. Many a kind-hearted passer-by in 
carriage or car stopped and asked him to ride, but he stead- 
fastly declined. He had vowed to walk. Though his hair was 
turning silver, and his trembling limbs would scarcely support 
him, still he continued walking to church each morning. Thus 
he persevered for more than twenty years. Never did he miss 
Holy Mass during that length of time. Finally, it pleased God, 
after a short illness, to call him to his reward. 


A Great General’s Piety 
The celebrated Marshal Pelissier, Duke of Malakoff, was 


one of the bravest and most successful generals of whom France 
could boast. He was as good a Catholic as he was a soldier. 
On occasions when it happened that no altar boy was at hand 
to serve Mass, the Marshal himself would step forward and 
humbly take the acolyte’s place. This he did often, and with 
such simplicity, reverence and piety, as to edify all present, 
and make many a one heartily ashamed of his own moral _ 
cowardice. 
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Sufferings in Purgatory 


By Rev. Dr. John Nicolussi, S-S S. 





the pain of privation of the vision of God, and the 
punishment of the senses. The pain of priva- 
tion consists in the temporary bereavement of the 
vision of God, which is the Supreme Good and the object of all 
felicity for which our soul was created as our eyes for the light. 
It is a spiritual thirst which tortures the soul. 

“The pain of sense resembles the pain endured in our 
flesh. Holy Faith gives us nothing definite on the nature of 
these sufferings; but the unanimous opinion of theologians 
leads us to believe that in purgatory the pains of fire and other 
similar pains must be endured. “The fire of purgatory,’ say 
the holy fathers, ‘is of the same nature as that of hell, of which 
the rich Dives complained: / am tormented in this flame’ (Luke 
xvi. 24). 

“Concerning the severity of the punishments, they are 
meted out exactly according to the nature, the grievousness and 
the number of sins; for they are imposed by the unerring jus- 
tice of God. Everyone receives according to his works; every- 
one must bear the penalties with which he appears before God. 
There are some who, during a long lifetime, heap guilt upon 
guilt, so that they aggregate the 10,000 talents spoken of in the 
Gospel. Others have only a few farthings to pay as a small 
remnant which they have not expiated upon earth. From this 
we may infer that each individual soul undergoes its own par- 
ticular punishment. There are innumerable degrees of suf- 
fering in purgatory, of which each is incomparably more se- 
vere than the other. All doctors of the Church are unanimous 
in the opinion that all these sufferings are very painful.” 

— Rev. Schouppe, S.J. 
Various Forms of Punishment 

Rev. Thomas of Villanova Wegener, O.S.A., relates in his 
book of Anna Catherine Emmerich: “Catherine represents pur- 
gatory as a vast region full of pain and mourning. The con- 
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dition of the poor souls, however, varies according to the 
enormity and nature of their individual sins. In the deepest. 
regions there is darkness, and the evil spirits can enter to tor- 
ment the souls by exciting in them constant fear on account of 
their sins. Other regions of purgatory are lighter. Some souls 
are imprisoned, others can move freely; some are alone, some 
in company with others. The punishments are exterior as well 
as spiritual, if we may express ourselves according to earthly 
fashion. Catherine saw awful places of torture in purgatory, 
which were like hell except for their duration. By exterior 
sufferings she meant those which correspond to bodily suffer- 
ings. She saw the souls suffering hunger, thirst, cold, heat, 
privation, need, anguish and abandonment. 

“The sufferings of the soul consist, each according to the 
nature of the sin, in qualms of conscience or anguish of soul. 
Lukewarmness and sloth in the fulfilment of one’s duties are 
punished by bitterest remorse over lost time and grace. Fri- 
volity is changed into a feeling of insupportable chains. The 
knowledge of how easily and how many merits one could have 
acquired for heaven, becomes a torturous desire which nothing 
will satisfy, because the time of merit is passed.” 

* % % 

A proof of the severity of the torments of purgatory is 
given us in the account of the bishop and historian, Cantiprates. 
He says: A devout man who had been suffering for a long time 
from a painful illness, entreated God to put an end to his sick- 
ness regardless of how he would fare in eternity. Then his 
guardian angel appeared to him and said: “God gives thee the 
choice, either to suffer these pains for two years longer and 
then enter heaven immediately after death, or to die now and 
suffer three years in purgatory.” The man chose the latter. 
He died and was sentenced to purgatory. After a time, his 
guardian angel visited him. The soul began to lament and 
complain: “Oh, how dost thou keep thy word? Thou hast 
promised that I should suffer here only three years, but I have 
already been here many years in indescribable torments!” 
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? 


“Thou art mistaken,” responded the angel. “Behold, thou art 
here but one hour. Now thou dost experience that it is easier 
to suffer on earth than in purgatory.” 

The learned and devout Thomas a Kempis writes in all 
truth, that one hour of suffering in the other world is more 
painful than a hundred years of severest penance on earth. 

19% — 
Priests Literally Suffer Hunger 


Of all the Bishops in Germany, doubtless the poorest is Rt. Rev. 
Christian Schreiber, D.D., of Meissen in Saxony. The diocese of 
Meissen was founded in 967, but was destroyed at the time of the so- 
called Reformation. For four hundred years it has been without a 
shepherd, and the flock of 200,000 Catholics is now scattered among 
5,000,000 Protestants. 

The bishop is obliged to share his cathedral with the Protestants, 
being permitted to use only the sanctuary, that is, one-third of the 
church. On Sundays and holydays, Catholic and Protestant services 
alternate in this strange house of worship. Does such a cathedral 
exist in any other part of the world? But the bishop cannot think of 
building churches. He tries only to rent rooms, old halls, anything,— 
in order to gather the faithful for Holy Mass. 

In every respect the diocese of Meissen is poor and needy. The 
priests literally suffer hunger. Many would have starved were it not 
for help already received from generous Americans. Owing to the pov- 
erty of the people, many priests receive only one Mass stipend in four 
or five weeks’ time. There are but 160 priests laboring in this wide 
territory at present. 

It will be a great work of charity if our dear readers would gen- 
erously assist the struggling bishop of Meissen. Donations to help 
him pay for renting rooms for the Divine services will be gratefully 
accepted; also Mass stipends to help support his needy clergy. By 
Easter, His Lordship will also have ten more students starting theology 
in preparation for the sacred priesthood. What a joy it would give the 
heart of this struggling shepherd were he to receive a Scholarship for 
each of the ten students! A sum of $300.00 or $500.00 paid at once 
or in installments during a period of four or five years would be of 
immense assistance to the bishop. Let us help for the glory of God! 


Address: Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 


Who has not experienced the pangs, the loneliness, the weariness 
of illness? of other afflictions? Who would not gladly make a small 
sacrifice to cheer one’s sick relatives or friends? To solace the an- 
guished heart of poor sufferers, to show them the value of these trials 
and how they may be turned into gold, as it were, we publish a 64- 
page booklet under the above title. In addition to many helpful 
chapters and beautiful prayers, it contains a Mass devotion, and prayers 
for Confession and Holy Communion. The print is large and clear. It 
should have a place in every home. The price is but 10 cts. each; 
reduction for quantities of 100 and more booklets. 


What others say of it: — 

A Priest: “Send me 500 copies ‘Consolation for Sick and Afflicted.’ 
It has such good doctrine that I hope to dispose of many times that 
number in the future.” 

Nebraska: “‘ I am so well pleased with this book. It did me such 
good, giving me so much consolation that I hope I can soon send an 
order for more to give to my sick friends.” 

Wisconsin: “During my illness I received very much consolation 
and benefit from this booklet. I enjoyed reading it very much. The 
beautiful prayers make one forget all suffering. . .” 








Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A complete prayer-book. It contains 28 devotion-inspiring 
pictures; two Mass devotions; Confession and Communion de- 
votions; Way of the Cross; Litanies; Devotions for Benediction 
and 8 Visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament. New, enlarged 
edition, 160 pages; print large and clear. 

From a priest of Ireland: “I have lately come across your book 
‘Jesus in...’ which I appreciate very much, and would be glad to have 
200 copies forwarded. ..»4t is a lovely little book for children and 
surely you will have a gteat blessing for publishing it.’’ 

Michigan: “They surely are just the prayer-book for children. 
They help them to pray from the heart, and the children are able to 
understand what they are reading.” 

Art cloth binding, colors: black, blue or rose. Price 30 cents per copy. 

Heavy, durable, neatly bound cover, with gilt embossed title. Colors: 
white, black, blue or rose. Price 50 cents per copy. 

Liberal reduction for quantities of 50 or more. 





In ordering booklets please do not send orders for less than 
25 cents, so as to enable us to keep to the 10 ct. and 6 ct. prices 
which, because of the high cost of production we find it difficult 
to maintain, as the time and material required for packing are 
practically the same for one as for several booklets. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











